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Sources of Data

Comparative expenditure data from National Treasury

• Provincial EPREs – Education Votes
• Table C.3.2

• Expenditure on Public Ordinary Secondary Schools

Comparative learner data from Department of Basic

Education

• School Realities

• NSC Examination report

2



Table C.3.2
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Estimated education expenditure – Gr 1-12 & Gr 8-12
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Estimated education expenditure – Gr 12
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Estimated education expenditure – summary

In 2018, Mpumalanga’s estimated expenditure per

public ordinary school learner was:

• R16 387 for learners Gr1-12 vs SA R15 696;

• R16 031 for learners Gr8-12 vs SA R19 195;

• R2 290 Gr12 learner/subject vs SA R2 739, &

• R20 292 per Gr 12 pass vs SA R24 547.
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Value for Money index

• Very simplistic and with no regard for expenditure in
earlier grades.

• An index such as this is only possible where there is a
uniform assessment/exam such as the NSC exams.

• The estimated expenditure per Gr 12 learner was
indexed against the lowest provincial expenditure and
then adjusted with the Gr 12 pass rate for a particular
province.

• A province will extract full value for money with an
index value equal to one.

• The same can be done for each subject based on the
fraction of Gr 12 learners that wrote the particular
subject as well as the pass rate for that subject.
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Value for Money index
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Value for Money index (2)
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Value for Money - summary

• It is clear that all provinces must seek improvement in the
efficiency and effectiveness of its education expenditure.

• North West was the province with the lowest expenditure
per Gr 12 learner per subject and extracted the highest
average value from its expenditure in the four examples.

• On the other hand, the disproportionally large amounts of
expenditure by Eastern Cape on secondary schools (and
per implication Gr 12 learners) makes it very difficult to
extract any decent value.

• South Africa and all nine provinces extracted less value
from expenditure on Gr 12 Mathematics than total Gr 12
expenditure.

• Similarly, South Africa and the provinces extracted less
value from expenditure on Gr 12 Physical Sciences & Gr 12
Mathematical Literacy than total Gr 12 expenditure. 10


